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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
HEADTEACHER’S NEWS 

1 May 2026 

 

‘I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full’ John:10:10 

 

This week in collective worship we explored together what the above statement from Jesus in the book of 
John meant. We used the story of the Lost Sheep to illustrate this where we had several pupils acting out 
this very special parable that has a very simple message to us all – we are all special in the eyes of God.  

Jesus describes Himself as the Good Shepherd who knows, leads, and protects His sheep – and a gate 
through which we are invited to enter. By entering in through this gate it promises life in all its fullness! 
Believing Jesus’ promises, appreciating the abundance of God’s earth, being inspired to joyfully care for 
one another, praying, Jesus looking after us through His Holy Spirit and providing an everlasting home for 
us in Heaven. At St. John’s School we ask God to guide us to love and care for our neighbours in their 
need; to provide opportunities of joyful learning, joyful activity, joyful gratitude and closeness to God in 
nature and through our daily collective worship.  

As we embark on our final few weeks of this half-term, I can’t help but notice that several pupils are ap-
pearing very tired. It is important that all parents are ensuring that their children are getting enough sleep 
and quality rest away from any forms of electronics so that they are ready for the next school day. It is 
refreshing to see that we have finally got the lovely long sunny days, please try to ensure that your child is 
having time outside and really enjoying the beautiful nature that surrounds our school. I am delighted to 
hear so many families are availing of the extensive grounds in Hillyfields after school and at weekends.  

This year we have been working very closely with Our Voice – a very supportive parents’ group that is led 
by parents of neurodivergent children. Please take a moment to look at the extensive list of resources 
that are on our website under the SEND heading. We will be holding our final Our Voice session for par-
ents on the 19th June at 9.30am so please do make the effort to come along as so many parents have real-
ly benefitted from these sessions.  

Our next fundraising activity for the ten children that we sponsor in Uganda will be taking place on the 
22nd May, please encourage your child to submit their idea in the box that is located in the dining hall. 
Please note also that Mrs. Gatward will be running a meeting for all parents on the 21st May at 2.15pm 
regarding PSHE with a specific emphasis on SRE resources for every class. Mr Law will also be holding a 
meeting for parents of Emerald Class who will be participating in the Manor Adventure trip on the 1st 
June, this will take place at 2.15pm on the 14th May.  

Hopefully you will get to enjoy some well-deserved sunshine this weekend.  

Best wishes 

Mrs Susan Notley 

Headteacher 

 

Religious Education Newsletter – Edition 1  

Please see attachment 
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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
 

1 May 2026 

 

CAN YOU HELP US TO KEEP ST JOHN'S CHURCH OPEN? 

St John’s church has cracks!   

As these are in the porch area, if we don't get them fixed we will have to close the church building.   The cost of 
the repair work is estimated to be at least £18,000 (plus VAT)    

We know times are very difficult, but 

any small financial help you can support us with will be really appreciated and help to ensure that our church 
buildings remain open for the community as well as our school.  

If anyone is in a position to donate please do so ON PARENTPAY OR at: 

Bank: Metro Bank plc:     Bank Account Name: PCC of St John and St Luke Clay Hill   Sort Code: 23-05-80   Account 
Number: 31851777   Ref: St John’s (school) 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT   Mthr Mitzi and all at St John’s and Clay Hill Parish 

 SWIMMING DATES FOR DIAMOND CLASS  Summer Term 2026   13 April 2026 - 29 June 2026 

Week 1 W/C 13 April 

Week 2 W/C  20 April 

Week 3 W/C 27 April 

Bank Holiday Week 

Week 4 W/C 11 May 

Week 5 W/C 18 May 

Half Term 

Week 6 W/C 01 June 

Week 7 W/C 08 June 

Week 8 W/C 15 June 

Week 09 W/C 22 June 

Week 10 W/C 29 June 
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Monday 

8.00am Breakfast Club 

During the day Rocksteady (for pupils who have signed up) 

3.00-4.00pm  Netball Club (KS2) 

3.00-4.00pm  Arts & Crafts (Recep, Sapphire Class) 

3.00-4.00pm  Jiu-Jitsu (KS2 & Year 2) 

 

Tuesday 

8.00am  Breakfast Club 

3.00-4.00pm  Football Club (KS2) 
3.00-4.00pm  Indoor/Outdoor Games (Recep, Sapphire Class & Year 3) 
 
Wednesday 
8.00am  Breakfast Club 
During school Keyboard 
During school  Recorder 
3.00-4.00pm  Multi Sports (Reception & Sapphire Class) 
3.00-4.00pm  Choir Club (KS2 & Year 2) 
3.00-4.00pm  Pathways (KS2 & Year 2) 
 
Thursday 
8.00am  Breakfast Club 
3.00-4.00pm  Rounders Club (KS2) 
3.00-4.00pm  Activities Club (Recep, Sapphire Class) 
3.00-4.00pm  Chess Club (KS2) 
 
Friday 
8.00am  Breakfast Club 
8.00am  Rugby Club (KS2) 

 

After School Clubs & Breakfast Club Agenda 

Support Our School Through easyfundraising! 
 

Did you know you can help raise money for St John’s without spending anything extra? By 
signing up to easyfundraising, every time you shop online with your favourite retailers, a 
small donation is made to our school. It’s completely free to use and takes just a couple 
of minutes to set up. 
 
Please register using this link – just click sign up - 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?
char=370813&invite=8wrl27&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral  
 
There’s no catch or hidden charges and we will be really grateful for your donations.  
These donations really do make a difference. The more people who join, the more we can 
support school projects, resources, and experiences for all our children. 
 
So far, we have raised £956, a BIG thank you to our 22 supporters (staff and parents)! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=370813&invite=8wrl27&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=370813&invite=8wrl27&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
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Attendance for the week 

SAPPHIRE CLASS have the highest attendance this week 
and will be allowed to come into school in non-uniform 
on Tuesday 5 April in recognition for their achievement 
this week for the most attendance this week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Spare School Uniform 
Next week all the lost property and donations of school 
uniform will be available at the school gate for parents 
to take. 
In the future, there will be a box located outside the 
school to store any lost property. 
 

 
 
 
Absent Procedures 
Please may we remind parents/carers of the following if 

your child is absent. 

• Please telephone or email the school office on the 

morning your child is absent. 

• On the return of your child’s absence a letter with 

an explanation needs to be brought into school or 

you can email the school with the reasons. 

• If your child is absent for more than 3 days then 

we do require medical evidence, otherwise this 

will be an unauthorised absence. 

 
 
 
 

School Dinners 
 
This is a reminder that Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 
are all receiving & entitled to UIFSM (Universal In-
fant Free School Meals) & KS2 (Year 3, 4, 5 & 6) are 
receiving free school meals as the Mayor of Lon-
don has given schools some funds towards this.  
 
Nursery do have to pay for school dinners at £3.74, 
so please ensure that your ParentPay school dinner 
account is in credit.  
 
 
 

Breakfast Club 
 
• Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring children any 

earlier, they will not be allowed in) 

• Please ring the Breakfast Club bell 

• If you require breakfast for your child, please en-

sure you are at school by 8.10am 

• Breakfast Club account should always be in credit 

(either weekly, monthly or termly) £4.00 per day 

• Any changes to the days your child is attending, 

please leave a message on the Breakfast Club line. 

• If you would like to join Breakfast Club, please col-

lect a form from the school office  

 
 
School Uniform 
This can be purchased from Smiths Schoolwear, 223 
Baker Street, EN1 3LA. 
 
 
 
 

Nursery Admissions 
 
• Complete our supplementary forms, which can be 

found on the school website or collect them from 
the school office. 

• Return the supplementary forms to the school 
office as soon as possible. 

• Full time places available 

  

NOTICES 

This Week’s Attendance 

Class Week  

Ruby 93.0% 

Sapphire  96.3% 

Diamond  93.1% 

Emerald  93.8% 

Overall 94.1% 

INFORMATION 
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RUBY CLASS    Ruby class has been thoroughly enjoying all things outdoors and springtime! We have been 
completely engrossed in our sunflower seedlings, watching them carefully each day as they grow. The children 
have loved measuring them, checking name labels to see which plant belongs to them, putting the pots into size 
order, and looking closely for any minibeasts that might be visiting. 

We’ve also been tending very lovingly to Catriona’s garden, harvesting the last of the beautiful daffodils and tu-

lips. A particularly thoughtful moment came when the children suggested gifting some flowers to Sapphire and 

some to Mrs Notley—which put big smiles on their faces! 

Our gardening adventures didn’t stop there. After our visit to the garden centre, where the children chose what 

they wanted to grow, we’ve been busy sowing lots of vegetable seeds. We now have tomatoes, broad beans, 

broccoli, carrots, strawberries, pumpkins, and more growing away. The children even had the brilliant idea to 

plant seeds from their watermelon snack—we’ll see what happens! There are already grand plans to set up a fruit 

and vegetable stall with our harvest, to raise money for some new toys for our classroom… so watch this space! 

The transition to summer dresses and shorts has been very exciting, and we’re all looking forward to enjoying the 

warmer days together at school. Our little Ruby family is a very happy bunch. 

We’ve also enjoyed learning about woodworking tools with the team from Learning Through Landscapes, and the 

children are extremely excited to begin using them soon to create birdhouses and other ambitious projects. 

Looking ahead, the children have been busy planning our next school trip. I’m really looking forward to sending 

out a letter to parents soon with details about our picnic in Hilly Fields, as well as a visit to our very own Presley’s 

stables! There has been lots of discussion about the different animals we’ll see, how to behave calmly so we don’t 

scare them, and how we can help care for them safely. 

There’s so much to look forward to in Ruby, and we’re excited to continue learning, growing, and exploring to-

gether. 

Miss Kelleher, Ms Dall’Aglio & Mrs Dall’Aglio     mimi.kelleher@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

DIAMOND CLASS       

A lovely sunny week this week! The children have made a brilliant start to our new English unit based on The Ever-
Changing Earth. We’ve had some genuinely impressive discussions about complex scientific ideas, and the children 
have shown real curiosity as they begin to explore how these concepts link to the text. 
In Maths, we have begun one of the most challenging units of the year: time. The children have been using real 
clocks to practise telling the time to the nearest minute. This is a tricky skill that really benefits from regular prac-
tice at home, especially reading analogue clocks around the house. 
 
In Science, we have continued our investigations into forces and magnets, looking at how these ideas appear in 
real-life situations. The children have enjoyed spotting examples in the classroom and around in everyday life, and 
they are beginning to apply scientific vocabulary with growing confidence. 
 
A special mention must go to Year 4. I am extremely impressed with the effort many of you are putting into im-
proving your times tables scores. With the Multiplication Tables Check coming up in June, it is vital that this level 
of focus continues. Daily practice on TTRS does really make a huge difference! 
 
Finally, I have had to give a big reminder about homework expectations this week. Guided Reading work should be 
completed neatly, using joined up handwriting, accurate spellings (especially when taken directly from the book), 
and detailed ideas supported by conjunctions. MyMaths homework is also a concern at the moment, with a large 
number of outstanding tasks. Please ensure these overdue tasks are completed and each new task is completed 
each week — logins were re-sent last week. 
 
Have a lovely bank holiday weekend,  
 
Miss Anderson & Ms Thomas lauren.anderson@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

mailto:James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
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EMERALD CLASS     It seems astonishing that we are halfway through the half-term and I am talking about 

SATS which begin on Monday May 11th.  With another really solid week of work next week I am really confident 

that the year 6 children will perform to the best of their ability.  Below is the schedule for the week with a ‘great 

carrot’ of the National football finals at Stoke City FC on the Friday. 

Monday 11th – Grammar Test and Spelling Test 

Tuesday 12th – Reading Test 

Wednesday 13th – Arithmetic test and Maths Reasoning 

Thursday 14th – Maths Reasoning Test 

Each day the tests will start at approximately 9:30am and I will be providing the children with a small breakfast be-
forehand.  If any year 6 parents have any questions about the SATS please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Also, on Thursday 14th May I will be holding a meeting in the hall at 2:15pm regarding our class trip to Manor Ad-
venture which commences the first week back after the May half-term (Monday 1st June – Friday 5th June).  Here, I 
will be giving out recommended clothing lists and a general overview of the week as well as answering any ques-
tions you may have. 

I hope you all have an enjoyable and relaxing bank holiday weekend. 

Mr Law & Mr Pople   joe.law@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

SAPPHIRE CLASS      Just like these bright and sunny days, it has been wonderful to see the children’s smiles, 

readiness to learn and kind attitudes towards one another. 

English – Writing - Inspired by Jim and the Beanstalk by Raymond Briggs, the children are exploring the story 

through prediction, storytelling and narrative development. We have recently been focusing on how to write dia-

logue, learning to use inverted commas (speech marks) accurately. Pupils are writing conversations between Jim 

and the Giant, developing their creativity and understanding of character voices.  

How you can help at home: Encourage your child to retell the story or create their own version. You could ask 

them to predict what might happen next or support them in writing a short conversation between characters us-

ing speech marks. 

Maths - We have just completed our work on position and direction in geometry. The children will be learning 

about fractions for the remainder of the half term, helping children understand parts of a whole in a practical and 

engaging way. 

How you can help at home: - Look for opportunities to talk about position and direction in everyday life (e.g. left, 

right, forwards, backwards). You can also introduce simple fractions by sharing food (e.g. halves and quarters). 

RE - Our focus remains on The Lord’s Prayer, where children are exploring why Jesus taught this prayer and why it 

remains important to Christians today. Children are developing their understanding of how the prayer reflects key 

values such as trust, forgiveness, gratitude and making thoughtful choices. Through discussion, children are begin-

ning to see how these ideas can influence the way people live and how they treat others, both within their com-

munities and beyond. 

How you can help at home: Talk with your child about kindness, forgiveness, and making thoughtful choices. You 

may also wish to read or reflect on a simple version of the Lord’s Prayer together. 

Please note: A letter has been sent out regarding our upcoming RE visit to Forty Hall on 18th May. 

Science – Habitats and Microhabitats - Pupils are continuing their learning about habitats and microhabitats, ex-

ploring and investigating how plants and animals depend on their environment to survive.  

How you can help at home: Go on a short walk or explore your garden to look for microhabitats (such as under 

logs, stones, or leaves). Talk about what you find and why those living things might choose to live there. 

Dear God, Please help us to learn with open hearts.       Amen 
 

Ms Chebbi, Mrs Qayum & Mrs Hargate  asma.chebbi@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 
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Please remember that any of these dates may alter because of changing circumstances.    
On INSET days the school is closed to pupils. 

Dates List for Summer Term 2026 
MAY 

Monday 4 Bank Holiday   

Tuesday 5 Stay and Play for Reception pupils in September 1.15pm 

Monday 11 SATs WEEK for Yr. 6 pupils 8.40am 

Wednesday 
13 

Ascension Service in St. John’s Church for Reception – Yr.6 2.15pm 

Thursday 14 Manor Adventure meeting for Emerald Class Parents 2.15pm 

Saturday 16 May Fayre at St. Luke’s Church  12.00-
4.00pm 

Monday 18 Pathways assembly – parents welcome 9.00am 

Thursday 21 Height and weight of Reception and Year 6 pupils 9.00am 

Thursday 21 PSHE meeting for all parents 2.15pm 

Friday 22 Fundraising event for The Bridge of Hope Charity 8.40am 

Monday 25 to Friday 29         HALF-TERM 

JUNE 

Monday 1 to 
Friday 5 

Manor Adventure Trip for pupils in Emerald Class 8.40am 

Friday 5 NO Tag Rugby Club due to staff being on the Manor Adventure Trip   

Monday 8 Phonic screening test for Yr.1 pupils this week   

Monday 15 District Sports – Emerald Class 1.00pm 

Thursday 18 Father’s Day Box Car Derby 2.00pm 

Friday 19 Class & Sports’ Team photos   

Friday 19 Our Voice session for parents  9.30am 

Monday 22 Assessment Week across the school   

Tuesday 23 Meeting for Nursery parents regarding transition to Reception in Sep-
tember 

2.30pm 

Friday 26 Sushi Workshop for all classes   

Monday 29 Assessment week across the school   

Tuesday 30 Final swimming session   
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JULY 

Monday 6 Transition Week – mornings only for all classes 
  
Pathways assembly – parents welcome 

  
  
8.55am 

  

Tuesday 7 Stem Project Fair for Year 5 pupils at Chase Community Secondary 
School 

9.30am 
  

Wednesday 8 Summer Concert EYFS/ KS1 2.15pm   

Friday 10 Ruby Class to lead Collective Worship—parents welcome to attend 2.30pm  

Monday 13 Diamond Class to lead Collective Worship – parents welcome to attend 
  
Rocksteady Concert – parents welcome to attend 

8.55am 
  
2.30pm 

  

Tuesday 14 Sapphire Class to lead Collective Worship – parents welcome to attend 8.55am   

Tuesday 14 Rounders match Year 6 and staff 3.10pm   

Wednesday 
15 

Graduation Concert for Ruby Class 
 
Eucharist Service for Emerald and Diamond Class – parents welcome to 
attend 
  
Summer Concert for KS2 

9.00am 
  
11.00am 
  
 
2.15pm 

  

Thursday 16 Emerald Class to lead Collective Worship – parents welcome to attend 
  
Sports’ Day at Mr. & Mrs. Heaviside’s Field 
  

8.55am 
  
1.00pm 

  

Friday 17 Leavers’ Service at St. John’s Church – whole school and parents 
  
End of Summer Term – school closed at 1.00pm 

Ruby Class Collection time is 12.45pm 

Sapphire Class Collection time is 12.50pm 

Diamond Class Collection time is 12.55pm 

Emerald Class Collection time is 1.00pm 

  

9.00am 

  

Dates List for Summer Term 2026 

Please remember that any of these dates may alter because of changing circumstances.    
On INSET days the school is closed to pupils. 
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St. John’s C.E. Primary School 
Academic Year 2025-2026 

    

                            

                                          

                            

                            

                            

                                  

                                                      

    

                            

                                             

                            

                            

                            

                                 

                                                      

    

                            

                                       

                            

                            

                            

                                   
                                                       

                     

                            

     = School days                       

  

 = weekends                                                                                                                           
 

  
Autumn Term: 

  
Monday 1 September 2025 – Friday 19 December 2025 
Half Term 27 October – 31 October 
Inset days Thursday 23 October, Friday 24 October Monday 3 November &  
Friday 28 November 2025 

Spring Term: Monday 5 January 2026 – Friday 27 March 2026 
Half Term 16 February - 20 February 

Summer Term: Monday 13 April 2026 – Monday 20 July 2026 
Half Term 25 May – 29 May, and May Bank Holiday - 4 May 
Inset day Monday 20 July 2026 

= School holidays 

 

= Inset Day 

= Bank holidays 
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