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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
HEADTEACHER’S NEWS 

6 February 2026 

‘Among those born there has been none greater than John the Baptist.’  Matthew 11:11 

Next Friday the 13th February, we will be holding our first Eucharist Service in St. John’s Church at 2.15pm and all 

parents are most welcome to attend this very special service. Pupils and staff from Diamond and Emerald classes 

will be participating in this service with pupils from Emerald class playing key roles throughout the service. 

Throughout this half-term, Mother Mitzi has been discussing the Eucharist during Collective Worship.  This has 

helped the children to deepen their understanding of Christianity, and what it means to share in the sacraments of 

the church.  

Jesus breaks bread and gives it to His disciples, saying, ‘This is my body.’ Mark 14:22-24 – we use this verse from 

the Bible to explain the Eucharist to children. 

Jesus takes the cup and gives it to His disciples, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.’ Luke 22:19-20 

– we use this verse to help the children to understand the significance of the Eucharist.  

Today we held our first fundraising for this year to support the education of our ten sponsored pupils in Uganda 

who are linked to the Bridge of Hope Charity. Every year we need to raise a total of £700, last year we exceeded 

this total by raising £840 which was superb as it meant that we could offer the charity some extra money for any 

emergencies that they may have to cover. Thank you to the pupils in both the Eco-Committee and the School Coun-

cil who helped to organize this event. If you still haven’t managed to donate your £2, please do so on Sponsor child 

in Uganda payment item on ParentPay.   Do take the time to look at the Latest News on the website to see photo-

graphs of our very successful PJ Day at St. John’s!  So far we have raised £156.00. 

Next week is Safer Internet Week where we will be running a number of activities throughout the school to contin-

ue to raise pupils’ awareness of how they keep themselves safe whilst using the internet. We are also holding a 

meeting for all parents at 2.30pm on the 12th February to talk about this very important topic but also to support 

you in making sure that you have the correct parental controls on your children’s devices. We are very fortunate to 

have an Associate member of the  Governing Body, Mr. Nath,  available to be able to assist and advise you with re-

gard to the correct parental controls that you should have installed on your children’s devices. Please let the office 

know, if you would like to book an appointment with Mr. Nath for this vital support. Please take the time to look at 

our section on online safety on the website as we have some very helpful information to support you with navi-

gating the many challenges that this can present for parents and children.  

We will also be celebrating Children’s Mental Health next week as well through talks and many different activities 

with pupils to raise the importance of looking after our mental health. In KS2 we have been running a very success-

ful project called Brain Buddies to raise pupils’ awareness of how they can look after their mental health. Feedback 

from the pupils has been extremely positive so we will definitely be looking into running this again next year.  

I am delighted to welcome Rock Steady back to school on  Friday 13th March (please note that this has been moved 

from next Friday), for a special concert led by them to show case what they offer the many pupils who are already 

participating in this exciting activity. If you are interested in finding out more about Rock Steady, do please come 

along as you are definitely guaranteed to enjoy this event, and may well be very keen for your child to be part of 

this in the future.  

Have an enjoyable and relaxing half-term when it arrives.  

Best wishes,  Mrs. Notley 
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CAN YOU HELP US TO KEEP ST JOHN'S CHURCH OPEN? 

St John’s church has cracks!   

As these are in the porch area, if we don't get them fixed we will have to close the church building.   The cost of 
the repair work is estimated to be at least £18,000 (plus VAT)    

We know times are very difficult, but 

any small financial help you can support us with will be really appreciated and help to ensure that our church 
buildings remain open for the community as well as our school.  

 

If anyone is in a position to donate please do so ON PARENTPAY OR at: 

Bank: Metro Bank plc: 

Bank Account Name: PCC of St John and St Luke Clay Hill  

Sort Code: 23-05-80   Account Number: 31851777   Ref: St John’s (school) 

 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT  

 

Mthr Mitzi and all at St John’s and Clay Hill Parish 

 

KEEP ST. JOHN’S CHURCH OPEN 

A very big thank you to parents who have already 
donated to help raise funds for St. John’s Church. 

 

At St. John’s C.E. Primary School we have donated 
£500 to support our church. 

Children’s craft morning  

 

Monday 16 February at St Luke’s Church 

10.00-12.00  

It’s free and very popular ! 
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Dates List for Spring Term 2026 
 

Please remember that any of these dates may alter because of changing circumstances.    
On INSET days the school is closed to pupils. 

FEBRUARY 

Monday 9 Safer Internet Week & Mental Health & Wellbeing Week for all pupils  

Monday 9 Verulamium Museum Diamond Class  

Tuesday 10 Library Visit Sapphire Class  

Thursday 12 Online Safety Meeting for all parents  2.30pm 

Friday 13 Eucharist Service in St. John’s Church for Diamond & Emerald Class—parents are 

welcome to attend 

2.15pm 

Monday 16 February— Friday 20 February HALF-TERM  

MARCH 

Wednesday 4 Parents’ Evening  

Thursday 5 Parents’ Evening  

Thursday 5 World Book Day School Lunch  

Friday 6 Our Voice Coffee Morning for parents of neuro-diverse children 9.30am 

Thursday 12 Mother’s Day Tea Party—Ruby Class 2.00pm 

Friday 13 Rocksteady Concert for parents and pupils 8.55am 

Monday 16 Pathways Assembly—parents are welcome to join 9.00am 

Wednesday 18 Easter Concert in St. John’s Church for Ruby and Sapphire Class—parents are wel-

come to attend 

2.15pm 

Friday 20 Healthy Eating Workshop for all pupils / NO Celebration Assembly  

Friday 20 After School  Clubs finish for the Spring Term 2026  

Wednesday 25 Easter Concert in St. John’s Church for KS2—parents are welcome to attend 2.15pm 

Friday 27 End of Spring Term—school closed at 1.00pm 

Ruby Class Collection time is 12.45pm 

Sapphire Class Collection time is 12.50pm 

Diamond Class Collection time is 12.55pm 

Emerald Class Collection time is 1.00pm 

 

APRIL 

Monday 13 Start of Summer Term 8.40am 
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Monday 

8.00am Breakfast Club 

3.00-4.00pm  Netball Club (KS2) 

3.00-4.00pm  Arts & Crafts (Recep, Sapphire Class) 

3.00-4.00pm  Jiu-Jitsu (KS2 & Year 2) 

 

Tuesday 

8.00am  Breakfast Club 

3.00-4.00pm  Football Club (KS2) 
3.00-4.00pm  Yoga Club (Recep, Year 1, 2 & 3) 
 
Wednesday 
8.00am  Breakfast Club 
During school Keyboard 
During school  Recorder 
3.00-4.00pm  Football (Reception & Sapphire Class) 
3.00-4.00pm  Choir Club (KS2 & Year 2) 
3.00-4.00pm  Pathways (KS2 & Year 2) 
 
Thursday 
8.00am  Breakfast Club 
3.00-4.00pm  Tennis Club (KS2) 
3.00-4.00pm  Activities Club (Recep, Sapphire Class) 
 
Friday 
8.00am  Breakfast Club 
8.00am  Rugby Club (KS2) 

After School Clubs & Breakfast Club Agenda 

  Support Our School Through easyfundraising! 
 

Did you know you can help raise money for St John’s without spending any-
thing extra? By signing up to easyfundraising, every time you shop online 
with your favourite retailers, a small donation is made to our school. It’s 
completely free to use and takes just a couple of minutes to set up. 
 
Please register using this link – just click sign up - 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?
char=370813&invite=8wrl27&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-
referral  
 
There’s no catch or hidden charges and we will be really grateful for your 
donations.  
These donations really do make a difference. The more people who join, the 
more we can support school projects, resources, and experiences for all our 
children. 

So far, we have raised £568, a BIG thank you to our 22 supporters 
(staff and parents)! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=370813&invite=8wrl27&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=370813&invite=8wrl27&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=370813&invite=8wrl27&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
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Attendance for the week 

SAPPHIRE CLASS have the highest attendance this week 
and will be allowed to come into school in non-uniform 
on Monday 9 February in recognition for their achieve-
ment this week for the most attendance this week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Spare School Uniform Shop 
Nearly new school uniform shop run by a collaboration 
between St. John’s School staff and parents.  Any items 
required please send a text message to 07985 467 033, 
stating the item you require and size. 
You will receive a confirmation text to collect the item 
and can make a payment on ParentPay under Item 
Name ‘Donation to St. John’s’ 
 

 
 
 
Absent Procedures 
Please may we remind parents/carers of the following if 

your child is absent. 

• Please telephone or email the school office on the 

morning your child is absent. 

• On the return of your child’s absence a letter with 

an explanation needs to be brought into school or 

you can email the school with the reasons. 

• If your child is absent for more than 3 days then 

we do require medical evidence, otherwise this 

will be an unauthorised absence. 

 
 

School Dinners 
 
This is a reminder that Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 
are all receiving & entitled to UIFSM (Universal In-
fant Free School Meals) & KS2 (Year 3, 4, 5 & 6) are 
receiving free school meals as the Mayor of Lon-
don has given schools some funds towards this.  
 
Nursery do have to pay for school dinners at £3.74, 
so please ensure that your ParentPay school dinner 
account is in credit.  
 
 
 

Breakfast Club 
 
• Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring children any 

earlier, they will not be allowed in) 

• Please ring the Breakfast Club bell 

• If you require breakfast for your child, please en-

sure you are at school by 8.10am 

• Breakfast Club account should always be in credit 

(either weekly, monthly or termly) £4.00 per day 

• Any changes to the days your child is attending, 

please leave a message on the Breakfast Club line. 

• If you would like to join Breakfast Club, please col-

lect a form from the school office  

 
 
School Uniform 
This can be purchased from Smiths Schoolwear, 223 
Baker Street, EN1 3LA. 
 
 
 
 

Nursery Admissions 
 
• Complete our supplementary forms, which can be 

found on the school website or collect them from 
the school office. 

• Return the supplementary forms to the school 
office as soon as possible. 

• Full time places available 

  

NOTICES 

This Week’s Attendance 

Class Week  

Ruby 92.9% 

Sapphire  98.5% 

Diamond  95.9% 

Emerald  92.0% 

Overall 94.8% 

INFORMATION 
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RUBY CLASS  What a brilliant start to the new year we’ve had in Ruby Class! Even with all the rain, the children 
have brought so much joy and energy to everything we’ve been doing. Inside the classroom, we’ve been keeping 
busy with lots of rearranging (sometimes almost daily!), and the children have really enjoyed taking ownership of 
their learning space.  We’ve spent a great deal of time exploring Numicon, using it to deepen our understanding of 
numbers through hands‑on activities and games. The children’s early writing is also going from strength to 
strength. We were especially proud to welcome the governors into Ruby Class this morning — they joined us for a 
reading, writing and phonics morning and were so impressed by the children’s enthusiasm, teamwork, and grow-
ing skills. Ruby Class truly showed why we always say: 
“Teamwork makes the dream work… and Ruby Class is a dream!” 

Whenever the weather has allowed it, we’ve made the most of getting outside. We were overjoyed to see the first 
daffodils already blooming in Catriona’s garden, and we enjoyed a lovely walk to Hilly Fields as part of the RSPB 
Birdwatch. Along the way, we bumped into Mother Mitzi and her dog, Lucy. She introduced us to a fantastic app 
that listens to birdsong and identifies the birds — the children were absolutely captivated (when they managed to 
stand quietly enough) to hear the different calls. 
Pyjama Day has been a huge hit and brought plenty of excitement! We looked at pictures from the Bridge of Hope 
Charity and talked about how our donations are going to children that don’t get to play with as many toys as us. It 
has also been a special day for us to say thank you and farewell to our wonderful work‑experience student, Miss 
Lily. We’ve loved having her with us for the past two weeks, and she will be dearly missed by both staff and chil-
dren.  This month, our RE lessons have been enriched by Ms Chebbi joining us. Together, we’ve explored stories 
including The Lost Sheep, Jesus in the Temple, and Feeding the 5000. We’re also looking forward to baking our 
own bread next week to share — just as Jesus did in the story. 

Well done, Ruby Class. You are shining stars, and your light is clear to everyone who sees you.   
Miss Kelleher, Ms Dall’Aglio & Mrs Dall’Aglio     mimi.kelleher@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

SAPPHIRE CLASS     

As we approach the end of this successful half term, it has been wonderful to see the children’s enthusiasm and 
growing confidence in their learning. They have been busy developing key skills across the curriculum through ex-
citing and meaningful opportunities. 
English - In English, we have been developing our writing skills through a good understanding of grammar rules, 
correct letter formation and improved presentation. The children are also practising spelling regularly to build con-
fidence and accuracy. Using the book Lizzy and the Cloud, pupils are describing settings using prepositions and 
prepositional phrases. They are learning how to add detail to their writing by explaining where things are, for ex-
ample “Above the city,” “On the beach,” or “Behind the buildings,” helping them to create clear and imaginative 
descriptions. 
Maths - In Maths, we have been learning addition and subtraction strategies within and across 10. Pupils are con-
solidating their number bonds and developing fluency in this area. They use practical resources, number lines and 
visual methods to support their understanding and are encouraged to explain their thinking, solve simple prob-
lems and choose the correct operation with confidence. 
Science - In Science, pupils continue to explore living things and the natural world. They are learning what makes 
something alive and how to group and classify plants and animals. Through observation and discussion, children 
are developing curiosity about the environment around them and understanding basic needs such as food, water 
and shelter. 
RE - In RE, we have been putting our learning into action. The children recently helped clear dead leaves and do 
some gardening around the school, planting the bulbs they grew in Science last half term. This links closely to our 
learning about responsibility and gratitude to God by taking care of His creation. Pupils explored the question, 
“What responsibility has God given people about taking care of creation?” and learn about Creation in the Old Tes-
tament, stewardship and what it means to care for people, animals and the environment. 
Art - Our art project is coming along beautifully. The children are recycling all your donated newspapers and using 
them creatively in their work. Thank you for your support with resources - it has really helped bring the project to 
life.   

Dear God,  Thank you for the joy our children bring each day. Please bless Sapphire class as they learn, grow and 

care for one another and your world.  Amen. 

Ms Chebbi, Mrs Qayum & Mrs Hargate  asma.chebbi@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

mailto:James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
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DIAMOND CLASS      We’ve had a wonderfully busy and exciting couple of weeks in class, and the children have 
thrown themselves into every subject with enthusiasm. 
In English, we have launched our new book in a rather unexpected way—by discovering piles of “rubbish” left on 
the tables! The children worked brilliantly to sort the items into different categories, sparking curiosity and setting 
the scene for an exciting literary journey ahead. It’s been a fantastic hook, and we can already see their imagina-
tions firing. 
In Maths the focus has been fractions, and the children are really enjoying the challenge. They’ve begun spotting 
patterns across lessons, which is helping them retain and apply their knowledge with growing confidence. To make 
learning meaningful, we’ve been using the image of a Dairy Milk chocolate bar as it already divided into “parts”—
to explore how fractions work in real life. Have a look at home to see how many everyday items are split into frac-
tions 
In Science, we have continued our work on light, and the children have loved the practical investigations. One 
highlight was turning off all the lights and creating shadows around the classroom, using furniture and objects to 
explore how shadows form. We also discussed how to stay safe in the sun, linking our learning to real-world situa-
tions. 
In RE, we have been learning about the “I AM” statements of Jesus and what they show about who He is and how 
He guides people. We explored how Jesus describes Himself in different ways, such as light, bread and shepherd, 
and what these images mean for Christians. Through discussion, we reflected on how these words help believers 
understand Jesus’ role and how His teachings influence the way they live. 
Reflection to take away: 
What do the words we choose about ourselves say about how we try to live and treat others? 
Our journey into the world of the ancient Romans continues, and the children’s enthusiasm is infectious. Roman 
Day was a standout moment of January—a brilliant escape from the gloomy weather—and the children are still 
talking about it. Do take a look at the photos on our school website; they capture the day and their costumes 
beautifully. 
We’re thrilled to be extending this learning even further with our trip to the Verulamium Museum on Monday. 
Please ensure your child comes in full school uniform, brings a coat, and has a packed lunch for the day. 
Miss Anderson  lauren.anderson@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

EMERALD CLASS       

Today we are due to have our debating, which I know the children are looking forward to, in preparation for the 

‘Great Debate’ competition organised by the Enfield Town Partnership.  I am looking forward to some ‘controlled’ 

arguing and seeing who can think on their feet and potentially be the future Prime Minister. 

In maths we have been focusing on decimals and fractions.  The children have made great progress and hopefully 

will remember everything that has been taught.  In history we have been looking at World War II with particular 

focus on the evacuee children and also how women played a crucial part in the whole war effort.  I have booked a 

trip for the 9th March where we will visit The Imperial War Museum’ so look out for information nearer the time. 

Time is moving on very quickly; with SATS looming in the not too distant future, it is crucial that all homework is 

being completing to a high standard and that attendance at Booster sessions is on a regular basis.  If children find 

anything difficult I have told them on numerous occasions to come and speak to me early in the week or if ever you 

need anything clarifying please pop in and see me in the morning. 

In RE, we have been learning about Buddhism and what it means to follow the Buddhist way of life. We explored 
what causes suffering and how it can be overcome, learned about the Noble Eightfold Path and how it guides daily 
actions, and discovered key ideas such as samsara and nirvana. We also learned about the importance of the Sang-
ha and what it means to belong to the Buddhist community. Through discussion and reflection, we considered 
what it means to live by the teachings of a faith in everyday life. 
reflection to take away: 

How are the teachings of different faiths similar, and how can following them shape the choices a person makes? 
 

I hope you have a relaxing weekend and let’s hope the weekend is not a wet and dreary one. 

Mr Law & Mr Pople   joe.law@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 
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St. John’s C.E. Primary School 
Academic Year 2025-2026 

  
Autumn Term: 

  
Monday 1 September 2025 – Friday 19 December 2025 
Half Term 27 October – 31 October 
Inset days Thursday 23 October, Friday 24 October Monday 3 November &  
Friday 28 November 2025 

Spring Term: Monday 5 January 2026 – Friday 27 March 2026 
Half Term 16 February - 20 February 

Summer Term: Monday 13 April 2026 – Monday 20 July 2026 
Half Term 25 May – 29 May, and May Bank Holiday - 4 May 
Inset day Monday 20 July 2026 

                     

                     = School days                       

  

 = weekends                                                                                                                           
 

 

= Bank holidays = School holidays 

 

= Inset Day 
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St. John’s C.E. Primary School 
Academic Year 2026-2027 

September 2026 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30         

October 2026 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 
      1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31   

 

November 2026 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 

            1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30             

 

December 2026 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 28 29 30 31       

 

January 2027 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 
        1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31  

February 2027 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

 

March 2027 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25  26 27 28 
 29 30 31         

April 2027 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 
      1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30     

 

May 2027 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 
          1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 31             

 

June 2027 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30         

August 2027 
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 
            1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
 30 31           

July 2027 
   

MO TU WE TH FR SA SU 

1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26  27  28  29 30 31   

 

 

 

INSET DAYS 

BANK HOLIDAYS 

HOLIDAYS 

Term Dates Half term Break 

Autumn term Wednesday 2 September 
to Friday 18 December 
2026 

Monday 26 to Friday 30 
October 2026 

Christmas break 
Monday 21 December 2025 to 
Friday 1 January 2027 

Spring term Monday 4 January to 
Thursday 25 March 2027 

Monday 15 to Friday 19 
February 2027 

Easter break 
Friday 26 March to Friday 9 
April 2027 
Good Friday bank holiday 26 
March 2027 
Easter Monday bank holiday 29 

Summer term Monday 12 April to 
Thursday 22 July 2027 

Monday 31 May to Friday 
4 June 2027 

Summer break 
Friday 23 July 2027 

Inset Days 

• 21 October 2026 

• 22 October 2026 

• 23 October 2026 

• 2 November 2026 

• 27 November 2026 


