5 December 2025

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
HEADTEACHER’S NEWS

'The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has
dawned’ Isaiah 9:2-6

The season of advent is upon us again! Last Sunday was the first Sunday in the period of Advent when we think
about how as Christians we prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas Day. During the period of Advent, we
will be relating to the themes of hope, peace, joy and love which are symbolised by the Advent candles on our Ad-
vent wreath (one candle is lit every Sunday of Advent and in our Celebration Assembly every Friday in the lead up
to Christmas).

| am afraid that we will be saying a fond farewell to Mrs. Hocyk as she heads off to pastures new with her family.
Mrs Hocyk has been at St. John’s School for seven and a half years now and in that time, she has carried out many
roles in a very diligent and passionate way. The children always come first to Mrs. Hocyk, always being mindful of
their well-being and learning, trying to do the best for every child. We shall really miss not seeing Mrs. Hocyk
around as her warm, professional nature is an absolute credit to her and a real loss to our school. We wish Mrs.
Hocyk every success as she embarks on a new adventure!

We are also sending home a postcard that was illustrated by Mila in Yr.5 showing all the different services that will
be taking place in the parish of St. John and St. Luke this Christmas. Please do try to make the effort to attend some
of these services as your children will really enjoy them, especially the Christingle on Tuesday the 24" December at
4pm in St. Luke’s Church and the Christmas Day Eucharist Service in St. John’s Church at 10.30am.

The latest Parent Questionnaire that was completed by 52 parents is on the school’s website for you to view. We
really appreciate that you took the time to complete this as we always welcome feedback so that we can celebrate
all the successes at our school and look at how we can be even better. There are just a few comments from the
questionnaire that | would like to address in this newsletter, the first being the lack of a PTA at our school. During
my time of being Headteacher here, | have made several attempts to try to set one up but have never been suc-
cessful in getting parents to volunteer to take on the post of Chair or Vice-Chair. Whilst | appreciate this is a big
commitment, we need a large number on the Committee to run social events successfully, and to have it correctly
structured so that we could apply for charity status. Otherwise, this work ultimately lands on the staff which is not
appropriate for many reasons: a very high number of my staff are involved in running either before or after school
clubs which guarantees continuity for the pupils, a high standard of behavior and excellent delivery. Furthermore,
our strong commitment to competitive sport involves at least three members of staff to guarantee that it all runs
smoothly. Finally, being a small school has many challenges in terms of the work load of all staff whereby we all
have to wear many hats in order to fulfil the requirements that are necessary to run this school successfully. There-
fore, the governors are forever mindful of their duty of care to all staff whilst also ensuring that the standards re-
main consistently high across the school.

| am so fortunate to have a highly committed and passionate staff and certainly wouldn’t want to jeopardize this in
any way that would be detrimental to the high standards that we have worked tirelessly to achieve. However, we
will endeavor to ensure that from next term, every class will have at least one trip a term and where possible we
will try to increase the number of weeks that we can run clubs as long as it doesn’t interfere with staff training.

Please take the time to look at the dates attached to this newsletter as the final weeks of the Autumn Term are al-
ways filled with many festive activities. | look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at these special events
where undoubtedly your children will shine like stars.

Finally, on behalf of everyone at St. John’s School, | would like to wish you a very peaceful and enjoyable Christmas
and all our very best wishes for 2026. Thank you for all your support throughout this year and for always being a
pleasure to work with.

Best Wishes

Mrs. Notley



Starting from Monday 12 January to Friday 20 March 2026

Monday - Emerald & Diamond Netball
Monday — Emerald, Diamond & Year 2 Jiu-Jitsu
Monday - Reception & Sapphire Arts & Crafts
Tuesday - Emerald & Diameond Football
Tuesday — Reception, Sapphire & Year 3 Yoga
Wednesday — Emerald, Diamond & Year 2 Pathways
Wednesday - Reception & Sapphire Football
Wednesday — Emerald, Diamond & Year 2 Choilr
Thursday - Reception & Sapphire Activitie
Thursday - Emerald & Diameond Tennis
Friday 8.00-8.45am - Emerald & Diamond Rughy

Email office@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk if you would like your child to attend, the payment will
be set up for you as there are limited spaces

. Clubs are from 3.10pm to 4.00pm (We are not accepting parents picking up their children in-
between these times, as it causes disruption and we do not have the extra staff to manage this. If
you have made an appointment/alternative arrangement during these times, then please pick them
up at normal collection time)

o Cost is £3 per session, apart from Yoga which is £4 per session
. Please email the school office, office@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk if you would like your child to at-

tend (this is a first come first served basis), it will be added to your ParentPay account if there are
spaces available

o Clubs will not be cancelled if the weather is bad, the children will play board games inside

. Be prompt picking up at 4.00pm, or on time for 8.00am start on Friday for Rugby

. If your child is attending a Sport related club, please remember for your child to come to school in
P.E. kit on these days

. Each term, clubs need to be re-booked.



Dates List for Autumn Term 2025

DECEMBER

Wednesday 10 Nativity for Ruby Class — parents & carers are invited to attend 2.15pm
Friday 12 Wrap making workshop for all pupils / NO Celebration Assembly
Friday 12 After School Clubs finish for the Autumn Term.
Monday 15 Bubble Church for Ruby & Sapphire Class 1.15pm
Monday 15 Rocksteady Concert for parents of children who attend this club 2.30pm
Monday 15 Collective Worship led by Emerald Class — parents & carers are invited to attend 9.00am
Tuesday 16 Collective Worship led by Diamond Class — parents & carers are invited to attend 9.00am
Wednesday 17 Collective Worship led by Sapphire Class — parents & carers are invited to attend 9.00am
Wednesday 17 Carol Concert at St. John’s Church for KS1 & KS2 2.15pm
Thursday 18 Collective Worship led by Ruby Class — parents & carers are invited to attend 9.00am
Thursday 18 Christmas Lunch
Thursday 18 Class parties P.M.
Friday 19 Final Celebration Assembly for 2025 9.00am
Friday 19 END OF AUTUMN TERM - School Closes at 1.00pm

Ruby Class Collection time is 12.45pm

Sapphire Class Collection time is 12.50pm

Diamond Class Collection time is 12.55pm

Emerald Class Collection time is 1.00pm

Please remember that any of these dates may alter because
of changing circumstances.
On INSET days the school is closed to pupils.

——————— —— — — — —— — — — — — — —

CAN YOU HELP US TO KEEP ST JOHN'S CHURCH OPEN?

St John’s church has cracks!

the repair work is estimated to be at least £18,000 (plus VAT)

We know times are very difficult, but

buildings remain open for the community as well as our school.

If anyone is in a position to donate please do so at:

Bank: Metro Bank plc:
Bank Account Name: PCC of St John and St Luke Clay Hill

Sort Code: 23-05-80 Account Number: 31851777 Ref: St John’s (school)
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As these are in the porch area, if we don't get them fixed we will have to close the church building. The cost of

any small financial help you can support us with will be really appreciated and help to ensure that our church




Dates List for Spring Term 2026

JANUARY
Monday 5 Spring Term starts 8.40am
Monday 12 After School Clubs start
Monday 26 Pathways Assembly—parents are welcome to join 9.00am
FEBRUARY

Monday 9 Safer Internet Week for all pupils
Wednesday 11 Safer Internet week at 2.30pm in the library for all parents 2.30pm
Friday 13 Rocksteady Concert for parents and pupils 8.55am
Friday 13 Eucharist Service in St. John’s Church for Diamond & Emerald Class—parents are

welcome to attend
Monday 16— HALF-TERM
Friday 20

MARCH

Tuesday 3 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 3 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 5 World Book Day School Lunch
Friday 6 Our Voice Coffee Morning for parents of neuro-diverse children 9.30am
Monday 16 Pathways Assembly—parents are welcome to join 9.00am
Wednesday 18 Easter Concert in St. John’s Church for Ruby and Sapphire Class—parents are wel- 2.15pm

come to attend
Friday 20 Healthy Eating Workshop for all pupils / NO Celebration Assembly
Friday 20 After School Clubs finish for the Spring Term 2026
Wednesday 25 Easter Concert in St. John’s Church for KS2—parents are welcome to attend 2.15pm
Friday 27 End of Spring Term—school closed at 1.00pm

Ruby Class Collection time is 12.45pm

Sapphire Class Collection time is 12.50pm

Diamond Class Collection time is 12.55pm

Emerald Class Collection time is 1.00pm

APRIL

Monday 13 Start of Summer Term 8.40am

Please remember that any of these dates may alter because of changing circumstances.

On INSET days the school is closed to pupils.
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I Monday

I 8.00am
3.00-4.00pm

| 3.00-4.00pm

I 3.00-4.00pm

I Tuesday
8.00am

I 3.00-4.00pm

I 3.00-4.00pm

I Wednesday
8.00am

| During school
During school
3.00-4.00pm

I 3.00-4.00pm
3.00-4.00pm

Thursday

Breakfast Club

Netball Club (KS2)

Arts & Crafts (Recep, Sapphire Class)
Jiu-Jitsu (KS2 & Year 2)

Breakfast Club
Football Club (KS2)
Yoga Club (Recep, Year 1, 2 & 3)

Breakfast Club

Keyboard

Recorder

Football (Reception & Sapphire Class)
Choir Club (KS2 & Year 2)

Pathways (KS2 & Year 2)

I 8.00am Breakfast Club

3.00-4.00pm
[ 3.00-4.00pm

Friday

Tennis Club (KS2)
Activities Club (Recep, Sapphire Class)

[ 8.00am Breakfast Club
8.00am Rugby Club (KS2)

b Amnes. RQBLOX

Online scams like trust frades and fake giveaways can cause harm and upset to all children, but
neurodivergent children are at greater risk of falling victim to scams.

Online Scams Awareness

Internet Matters have worked with Roblox and Am-
bifious about Autism to create new resources to
support neurodivergent children who like playing
games online, to help recognise and deal with
scCams.

Internet Matters have worked with Ambitious about Autism and Roblox to create new resources
to help families with neurodivergent children learn and stay safe from scams within games.

There's a guide for parents, a video for children and young people, plus stories for families to
read and discuss together to explore the risks, with practical actions for children to take to help
stay protected.

Find all the resources here.


https://email.internetmatters.org/c/AQiz3hUQ4JzyARjl_MeuASCbm8oOKOj_pAab6_ckA0dBi2k_VKvuzZRuTwgMWvc4v7USp7cq0RAa7g

NOTICES

Attendance for the week

RUBY CLASS have the highest attendance this week and
will be allowed to come into school in non-uniform on
Monday 8 December in recognition for their achieve-
ment this week for the most attendance this week

This Week’s Attendance

Class Week

Ruby 93.8% PN

Sapphire  93.0% \-)
87.9%

Emerald 93.7%

Overall 92.1%

Spare School Uniform Shop

Nearly new school uniform shop run by a collaboration
between St. John’s School staff and parents. Any items
required please send a text message to 07985 467 033,
stating the item you require and size.

You will receive a confirmation text to collect the item
and can make a payment on ParentPay under Item
Name ‘Donation to St. John’s’

Absent Procedures
Please may we remind parents/carers of the following if
your child is absent.

o Please telephone or email the school office on the
morning your child is absent.

o On the return of your child’s absence a letter with
an explanation needs to be brought into school or
you can email the school with the reasons.

o If your child is absent for more than 3 days then
we do require medical evidence, otherwise this
will be an unauthorised absence.

INFORMATION

School Dinners

This is a reminder that Reception, Year 1 & Year 2
are all receiving & entitled to UIFSM (Universal In-
fant Free School Meals) & KS2 (Year 3, 4,5 & 6) are
receiving free school meals as the Mayor of Lon-
don has given schools some funds towards this.

Nursery do have to pay for school dinners at £3.74,

so please ensure that your ParentPay school dinner
account is in credit.

Breakfast Club

) Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring children any
earlier, they will not be allowed in)

o Please ring the Breakfast Club bell

o If you require breakfast for your child, please en-
sure you are at school by 8.10am

o Breakfast Club account should always be in credit
(either weekly, monthly or termly) £4.00 per day

o Any changes to the days your child is attending,
please leave a message on the Breakfast Club line.

o If you would like to join Breakfast Club, please col-
lect a form from the school office

School Uniform
This can be purchased from Smiths Schoolwear, 223
Baker Street, EN1 3LA.

Nursery Admissions

o Complete our supplementary forms, which can be
found on the school website or collect them from
the school office.

o Return the supplementary forms to the school
office as soon as possible.

o Full time places available



RUBY CLASS

Ruby has been such a joyful place lately and | just wanted to share a little of what we have been up to. We are
deep in Nativity mode and the children have truly amazed us. They are learning the story beautifully and have
been so brave practising their lines. Watching them step into their characters with such confidence has been a
real highlight. They make us so proud every single day.

Our little visiting EIf has caused a fair bit of excitement too. He has been doing his usual silly tricks, of course, but
also showing a surprising amount of kindness. One night he even sat and read all of our name cards so that he
could learn everyone’s name. The children were absolutely beside themselves the next morning.

We have also been spending lots of time strengthening our fine motor skills. This is such an important part of early
development and the children have been working so hard with their cutting, threading, dough activities and all
those tiny finger movements that help with early writing. They really are giving it their all.

In Science we have embraced full, glorious, messy sensory play. Oobleck, instant snow, jelly slime, colour mixing
finger paints... if it squishes or pours or drips, we have probably tried it. The children adore it! We do try our best
to remember aprons... Our apologies to parents for any glitter (and the likes) that might mysteriously appear at
home.

We are so excited for our Nativity and all the festive moments still to come. Ruby has grown so much already this
term - they are kind, curious, funny and full of wonder. Every day with Ruby brings something new to celebrate
and we could not be prouder of them.

Miss Kelleher, Ms Dall’Aglio & Mrs Dall’Aglio  mimi.kelleher@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk

SAPPHIRE CLASS

As we approach the end of our first term, we are delighted to reflect on what has been a joyful and successful
term full of growth. The children have shown enthusiasm, curiosity and resilience in their learning and we are so
proud of the progress they are making.

Writing - The children have been developing a wide range of writing tools, especially focusing on editing and
proofreading skills. They are learning to apply valuable structural techniques to make their writing clearer, more
expressive and truly exceptional for this time of year. We kindly encourage you to seize opportunities at home to
support your child with their writing presentation, neatness and sentence composition as this helps them continue

to flourish.

Maths — We are learning a range of strategies for addition and subtraction and deepening our understanding of
how numbers relate to each other. The children have been exploring number bonds to 10, 20 and 100, recognising
how these patterns help them work more efficiently and confidently with larger numbers. They are beginning to
see how these number relationships support both mental and written calculations. It has been fantastic to see
them apply their strategies, explain their reasoning and become more independent mathematicians.

Religious Education - We are learning about the different roles and their significance in the Christmas story. The
children have been reflective and insightful, exploring how each figure shows faith, courage and trust in God. They
are beginning to understand how the Christian message of Christmas inspires people to live with kindness, hope
and generosity in the world today.

Science - We are learning about different materials and their properties. The children have been investigating how
materials such as wood, metal, fabric and plastic are used and why. Through sorting, testing and comparing activi-
ties, they are exploring which materials are best suited to specific purposes. The children are developing their sci-
entific enquiry skills, asking thoughtful questions and explaining their findings with increasing confidence.
We are so proud of all the progress Sapphire Class has made this term across all subjects. Thank you for your con-
tinued support; we look forward to another wonderful new term together.
Dear God,

As we journey through this holy festive season, we pray for peace, hope and joy to fill our homes, our hearts and
our school community. May the message of Christmas inspire us to show kindness, share love and look after one
another each day.

Amen

Ms Chebbi, Mrs Qayum, Mrs. Hargate & Mrs. Hocyk asma.chebbi@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk



mailto:James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk

We've had a busy and exciting week of learning, and the children have really impressed me
with their curiosity and creativity across subjects.

In Maths this week, we have been tackling reasoning problems around multiplication and division. These have
been more challenging, requiring the children to carefully consider what each question is asking. Success has still
relied heavily on their times tables knowledge, so regular practice at home continues to be invaluable.

We've begun our new class book in English, The Iron Man. The children were captivated by meeting the giant and
have produced some fantastic descriptive writing using similes. Their imaginative language has brought the charac-
ter vividly to life.

Our Science lessons have been hands-on and exciting! We’ve been exploring different types of rocks, creating our
own fossils and even experimenting to make metamorphic rocks. The children loved seeing how rocks can change
and transform.

In Geography, we’ve investigated the positives and negatives of volcanoes and earthquakes. The children thought
carefully about whether they would choose to live near one themselves, weighing up the risks and benefits with
great insight.

In RE, children are learning that Advent and Epiphany are showing Christians the true meaning of Christmas.
Through the prophets, John the Baptist and Mary, children are discovering that Jesus’ birth is being planned by
God long before it happens. They are exploring how the Wise Men'’s visit is showing that Jesus is coming for every-
one, bringing hope and light to the world. By the end of the unit, children are reflecting on how Christians are liv-
ing out the message of Christmas through faith, kindness and sharing God’s love with others.

Next week is Assessment Week for Diamond Class. Please help your child by practising their times tables over the
weekend, making sure they get plenty of sleep each night, and starting each day with a good breakfast so they are
ready to concentrate. Full attendance is very important, as any missed assessments will need to be caught up later.
The children have worked hard and are well prepared to show what they can do. | am so proud of the effort the
children have put in so far, and with your support at home, they will be able to approach these assessments with
confidence.

Have a lovely Christmas break and | look forward to hitting the ground running in 2026! Thank you for all your sup-
port this term, lauren.anderson@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk

EMERALD CLASS In Emerald class over the last two weeks we have been looking at the book Hidden Figures-
a book about racism and sexism. We have had some thoughtful and lively chats about these topics and the chil-
dren have thoroughly enjoyed looking into the four main characters who showed great resilience, determination
and integrity. From this stimulus the children have produced some excellent pieces of writing, both formal and
informal- showing the value of reading thought-provoking and interesting books.

In maths we have been really focusing on measurement and converting different units of measurement, which
some of the children have found tricky. In our geography topic based around The Alps the children have re-
searched key facts about the region and also looked at both the key human and physical factors in the region.

In RE, children are exploring how Christians might “advertise” Christmas to show its true meaning today. They are
learning that Christmas is not only a joyful celebration, but a reminder of the Incarnation - God coming to Earth as
Jesus. Through art and music, children are seeing how the Christmas message is communicated creatively. They are
also examining the difference between secular and religious celebrations and reflecting on what matters most to
Christians. Finally, they are expressing how Christians today share the message of Christmas through worship, kind-
ness and living out Jesus’ teachings.

One of the favourite lessons during the last few weeks has been design and technology where the children have
created ‘Doodlers’ — devises controlled by a circuit and a counter balance which enable it to move and draw.

As we draw even closer to Christmas it is extremely important that your child is up-to-date with all of their home-
work and reading so that they can go into the Christmas holidays with everything completed.

Next week is assessment week, so it is really important that your child is in school for the whole week.

Have a relaxing and peaceful weekend. Mr Law & Mr Pople joe.law@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk




St. John's C.E. Primary School

Academic Year 2025-2026
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= School days

= weekends

= School holidays

= Inset Day

- = Bank holidays

Autumn Term:

Spring Term:

Summer Term:

Monday 1 September 2025 — Friday 19 December 2025
Half Term 27 October — 31 October

Inset days Thursday 23 October, Friday 24 October Monday 3 November &

Friday 28 November 2025

Monday 5 January 2026 — Friday 27 March 2026
Half Term 16 February - 20 February

Monday 13 April 2026 — Monday 20 July 2026

Half Term 25 May — 29 May, and May Bank Holiday - 4 May

Inset day Monday 20 July 2026
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St. John's C.E. Primary School
Academic Year 2026-2027

September 2026 October 2026 November 2026
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Term Dates Half term Break
Autumn term | Wednesday 2 September | Monday 26 to Friday 30 |Christmas break
to Friday 18 December | October 2026 Monday 21 December 2025 to
2026 Friday 1 January 2027
Spring term Monday 4 January to Monday 15 to Friday 19 | Easter break
Thursday 25 March 2027 | February 2027 Friday 26 March to Friday 9
April 2027
Good Friday bank holiday 26
March 2027
Easter Monday bank holiday 29
March 2027
Summer ferm | Monday 12 April to Monday 31 May to Friday | Summer break
Thursday 22 July 2027 |4 June 2027 Friday 23 July 2027
Inset Days e 23 October 2026
e 21 October 2026 e 2 November 2026

e 22 October 2026 e 27 November 2026
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