
Rule of Law

Rules and laws help to 
keep us safe. We are all 

responsible for upholding 
rules and laws.

Individual Liberty

We all have the freedom 
to make our own choices. 

We show kindness to 
everyone.

Mutual Respect
& Tolerance

British Values

We respect and learn from 
each other’s differences. 
We always treat others as 

we want to be treated.

Democracy

British Values

Our opinions are valued; 
in turn we must also value 
the opinions of others. We 
make decisions together.
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Sexual Orientation

Protected Characteristics

You may be attracted to 
people of a specific or 
multiple genders, of no 
specific gender, or you 
may not be attracted to 
others at all. This may 
change over time for 

some people.

Sex

Protected Characteristics

The label male or female, 
given to you at birth by 

a doctor.

Disability

Protected Characteristics

A physical or mental 
impairment that impacts 

someone’s ability to carry 
out day-to-day activities. 
Disabilities are not always 

visible to others.

Age

Protected Characteristics

How old you are.



Marriage and
Civil Partnership

Protected Characteristics

Whether you are 
married or in a civil 

partnership. This can be 
with someone of the 

same or a different sex.

Gender
reassignment

Protected Characteristics

When somebody decides 
they want to change their 

sex, or they do change 
their sex.

Race

Protected Characteristics

A group of people who 
could be the same race or 
colour, come from or live 

in the same place or share 
cultural characteristics 

such as language, history, 
traditions etc.

Pregnancy and
maternity

Protected Characteristics

Being pregnant, including 
the time following the 

birth of the baby.



Religion or belief

Protected Characteristics

Following a religion or 
holding a belief, or a lack 
of either religion or belief, 
that affects the way you 

live and your life choices.
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