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"Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. Philippians 4:4  

 

As we journey through the season of Advent, we prepare for the third Sunday before Advent where our 
pink candle on the Advent wreath symbolizes joy and the shepherds’ witness. This Sunday is one of 
celebration as the excitement of Christmas Day draws near.  

We certainly have very excited children especially in Ruby Class where they have now posted their let-
ters to Father Christmas and wait in anticipation as to what arrives on Christmas morning. As we enter 
our final few days of this term, we have many fun activities to celebrate this festive season. On Tues-
day we are supporting the special Christmas Jumper Day charity and would appreciate it if every child 
could donate £2 on the donate button on the website. We will be having our Christmas lunch and the 
class parties will be taking place on this day also with a special visitor from the North Pole!  Please note 
that we will be finishing after lunch on Wednesday with a staggered exit plan to avoid congestion at the 
gate. These times are as follows:  

Reception Class to be collected at 12.45pm 

Sapphire Class to be collected at 12.50pm 

Diamond Class to be collected at 12.55pm 

Emerald Class to be collected at 1pm  

 

The list of clubs and booking details for the Spring Term are being sent out today, so please ensure 
that you book early to avoid disappointment. We are also noticing that children who stay for clubs are 
hungry at this time, so please send them in with a healthy snack so they can have it at the start of the 
club.  

I am also delighted to attach the extremely positive feedback from our most recent Parent Question-
naire, focusing on how well our new vision statement is enabling pupils and adults to flourish in all as-
pects of school life. Thank you to so many parents who took the time to complete this and in doing so 
helping us as a school to assess the progress that we are making this area. Well done to the entire 
school community of St. John’s School, this is a lovely way to end the year.  

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our cake sale in aid of Catriona Father's Charity.  In total we 
raised £153.  Well done to the School Council and Mrs. Gatward for organising this event. 

 

Our final events for next week areas follows:  

 

Tuesday 19th December  

Christmas Jumper Day – please donate £2 on the donate section in the website 

Christmas lunch  

1pm Christmas Parties for all classes. 

 

On behalf of everyone at St. John’s School, may I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and all our very 
best wishes for 2024. We look forward to seeing everyone back with us on the 8th January for another 
successful year.   

 

Best Wishes 

 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWS 
SUMMARY NEWSLETTER 

15 December 2023 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=philippians+4%3a4-7
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15 December 2023 

AUTUMN 2023 

Starts Monday 4 September 

Half-term  Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October 

Ends (1.00pm) Wednesday 20 December 

INSET DAY Friday 1 September 

INSET DAY Monday 30 October 

INSET DAY Friday 24 November 

SPRING 2024 

Starts Monday 8 January 

Half-term  
Monday 12 February to 

Friday 16 February 

Ends 
(1.00pm) 

Thursday 28 March 

INSET DAY Monday 19 February 

 

Please remember that any of these dates may alter because of changing cir-
cumstances.   On INSET days the school is closed to pupils. 

SUMMER 2024 

Starts Monday 15 April 

Half-term  
Monday 27 May to Friday 31 
May 

Ends 
(1.00pm) 

Wednesday 24 July 

INSET DAY Friday 28 June 

Bank Hols Monday 6 May 

AUTUMN 2024 

Starts Tuesday 3 September 

Half-term  Monday 28 October to Friday 1 November 

Ends (1.00pm) Friday 20 December 

INSET DAY Monday 2 September 

INSET DAY Monday 4 November 

INSET DAY Friday 29 November 

Week Beginning Monday 18 December 2023 
 

Monday 

8.00am  Breakfast Club  

 

Tuesday 

Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas Lunch & 
Christmas parties 

8.00am  Breakfast Club 

2.50pm Nursery End of Term 

 

Wednesday 

8.00am Breakfast Club 

During school Keyboard 

During school Recorder 

1pm End of Autumn Term 

 

 

Happy Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year 
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After School Clubs 
Please see After School Clubs list and email the 
school office if you would like your child to attend. 

It is a first come first served basis and if you are 
successful you will be emailed back to let you know 
that the club for payment has been allocated on 
ParentPay.  Please ensure payment is made before 
the club starts, otherwise the place will be given to 
another child. 

 

Events 

Christmas at Dugdale Arts Centre  

Please look at their website 

 

Attendance for the week 

RUBY CLASS have the highest 
attendance this week and will be 
allowed to come into school in non-
uniform on Monday 18 December in recognition for 
their achievement this week for the most attendance 
this week. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery & Reception Admissions 
2024 
 
• If your child was born between 1 September 

2019 and 31 August 2020, you will be applying 
for them to start a primary school in September 
2024. Reception admissions—complete online 
www.eadmissions.org.uk 

• Complete our supplementary form, which can 
be found on the school website or collect them 
from the school office. 

• Return the supplementary form to the school 
office as soon as possible. 

• The closing date for on-time applications is 15 
January 2024. 

 

Breakfast Club 
 

• Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring children 

any earlier, they will not be allowed in) 

• Please ring the Breakfast Club bell 

• If you require breakfast for your child, please 

ensure you are at school by 8.10am 

• Breakfast Club account should always be in 

credit (either weekly, monthly or termly) £3.50 

per day 

• Any changes to the days your child is attend-

ing, please leave a message on the Breakfast 

Club line. 

 

 

 
Absent Procedures 
 
Please may we remind parents/carers of the follow-
ing if your child is absent. 

• Please telephone or email the school office on 

the morning your child is absent. 

• On the return of your child’s absence a letter 

with an explanation needs to be brought into 
school or you can email the school with the 
reasons. 

• If your child is absent for more than 3 days 

then we do require medical evidence, other-
wise this will be an unauthorised absence. 

 
 

 
 
School Uniform 
This can be purchased from Smiths Schoolwear, 
155-157 Lancaster Rd, Enfield EN2 0JN. 

If you would like to purchase a school tie or water 
bottle, this can be purchased from the ParentPay 
shop, where the link is located on our homepage of 
the school website or please use the link below. 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/
Default.aspx?shopid=783 

NOTICES 

 

This Week’s Attendance 

Class Week  

Ruby  96.3% 

Sapphire  96.2% 

Diamond  96.0% 

Emerald  96.2% 

Overall 96.2% 

https://traded.enfield.gov.uk/news/2023/nov/christmas-at-the-dugdale
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=783
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=783
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RUBY CLASS   

I cannot believe that we are already 1/3 of the way through the school year. Time flies when you are hav-
ing fun (and learning lots too)! In the new year, we will invite you in to share with you changes to our 
timetable and model how we will teach reading. 

This week has been lovely in Ruby. We have been practising Nativity songs for the past 2 weeks and 
finally on Wednesday, we got to perform in the church. Everyone was absolutely fantastic and shone like 
stars. If any parents have any pictures of the class or their children that they wanted to share with me, 
please do email them over. A special thank you to all of the parents who did attend, I’m sure you were 
left feeling very proud. 

Today, we are sending home reading books and homework (not in green books) that will be for the holi-
days.  

Christmas is a lovely time for writing thank you cards, shopping lists and getting involved with cooking. 
We hope that you have a lovely time with your family and in the first week back we will be talking about 
their Christmas break. You are welcome to send in any pictures for your child to share during our PSHE 
(on Thursday). 

Important information for next week – Tuesday is Christmas Jumper Day and the Christmas party. Your 
child can bring in a small snack for the afternoon, please can this be nut free.  

 

Mrs Gatward, Ms Dall’Aglio, Mrs Dall’Aglio & Ms Shivarova  lucy.gatward@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

SAPPHIRE CLASS    

A very successful first term in Sapphire Class; such a joy to be part of Sapphire team who have worked 
extremely hard to put those happy smiles on our children’s faces.  

English – In line with the peaceful festive season, we have been exploring the different Christmas feasts 
around the world as we are skilfully producing a very interesting information text. Your child can tell you 
the story behind the ginger breadmen shape that goes all the way back to Queen Elizabeth I. 

Maths – We are learning about money, the value of different coins and notes, applying our mathematical 
skills in adding and comparing sums. It will be helpful if you can provide your child with a selection of real 
coins to have a more realistic experience with money.  

Science – Animals including humans is the unit for this half term exploring the basic needs for animals, 
including humans, for survival. The children have been learning bout classification looking at the similari-
ties and differences between living things.  

Religious Education – The children can confidently talk about the spiritual light that Jesus, The Light of 
The World, represents. We have been learning about the symbolism of the candles on the advent wreath 
and how they can help us special nurturing community.  

In PSHE, we are developing our self-confidence and awareness of others around us, being all different, 
yet similar in many ways. Geography: The focus this half term is on Seasons, learning all about the 
changes we observe throughout the seasons’ life cycle.     

 

Ms Chebbi, Mrs Hargate & Mrs Hocyk  wish you a very merry Christmas and a joyful new year �  

 

 

Ms Chebbi, Miss Creed, Mrs. Hargate & Mrs. Hocyk 

asma.chebbi@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
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DIAMOND CLASS     

What a fantastic end of term we have had in Diamond Class!  Thank you to all parents who got the mes-
sage about ingredients for sandwiches on Monday and those parents that took the time to join us for a 
festive tea party. I am pleased to say that all children thrived making their sandwiches and enjoyed the 
ownership of the whole process. I am sure it won’t be long until they will be able to cook dinner at home! 

 

This week has been particularly tough as we had assessment week. I am thrilled with all the children’s 
endurance and determination to do their best and I have seen an improvement since September in all of 
them which is great to see.  

 

As a result, I have only set Times Tables Rockstars homework this week because I want the children to 
have a break after their assessments. I will set the usual homework (spellings, MyMaths and Times Ta-
bles) next week to keep the children busy over the Christmas break.  

 

Our church service on Wednesday was delightful and I am very proud of those in Diamond Class who led 
the service with Bible readings and beautiful prayers. An additional congratulations to all performers 
which I know can be nerve-wracking. I was very proud of all of them and their achievements.  

 

Thank you for all your support this year, it has been a pleasure working with you and Diamond Class 
have all been a delight. I hope you have a lovely, relaxing break and I am looking forward to continuing 
the hard work in the new year.  

 

 

Miss Anderson, Miss Bates & Miss Ozgen  lauren.anderson@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

EMERALD CLASS   

Another hectic week in Emerald class as we lead up to Christmas.  We completed our end of term as-
sessments this week, which on the whole were very encouraging, although there is always room for im-
provement.   

On Monday afternoon we had the delight of making biscuits, it was an extremely busy lesson and to top 
things off we set the fire alarms off with a batch that we burnt, apologies to Arabella on that front.   

On Tuesday afternoon we have our Emerald class party, the children can bring in some party treats, but 
they will solely be for them so not too excessive.   

In science this week the children worked on being safe around electricity and have designed posters re-
lating to this.   

As we near the holidays I would like to thank you for all your support and wish you a very merry Christ-
mas and a happy New Year. 

 

Mr Law, Mr Pople & Miss Alagee   joe.law@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 
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  Date List for Autumn Term 2023   

DEC   

19/12  Christmas Jumper Day (donation of £2) and Christmas Lunch   

19/12 Class parties and Father Christmas to visit 1.00pm 

19/12 Nursery end of Autumn Term 2023  

20/12 End of Autumn Term 1.00pm 
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  Date List for Spring Term 2024   

JANUARY 

8 School opens for the Spring Term 
No Clubs this week 
Welcome to Tom Eldridge and Jessica Moore – trainees for this half-term 

8.45am 

9 My Bank Assembly for KS2 9.00 – 
9.15am  

9 Workshop for Yr.3/4 9.15 – 
10.30am  

9 Workshop for Yr5/6 
  

 11-12.15pm 

10 Swimming starts for Diamond Class, every Wednesday until the 20th March 
2024 

  

15 After School Clubs to start until the 21st March   

16 Workshop for Yr.3/4 9.15-
10.30am 

16 Workshop for Yr5/6 11-12.15pm 

17 Swimming for Diamond Class 
  

  

19 Fundraising for Uganda – PJ Day to support projects in Uganda – donation of 
£2 on Miss Bates volunteer to Uganda on ParentPay 

  

23 Workshop for Yr.3/4 9.15 – 
10.30am  

23 Workshop for Yr5/6 
  

 11-12.15pm 

25 Ms. Bates flies to Uganda to support the Bridge of Hope Charity 
 

  

29 Pathways assembly on Lent, parents welcome to attend   

30 Final My Bank Workshop for Yr5/6  

30 Maths meeting for parents in Sapphire Class  2.15pm 

FEBRUARY  

2 Cookery Day across the school supported by Stir Foods   

6 Safer Internet Day supported by Mr. Nath, followed by support workshop for par-
ents on ensuring that their children’s devices are safe for them to use. 

  

9 Miss Bates returns from Uganda   

12 – 
16 

HALF-TERM   

19 School closed for INSET Day   

21 Ash Wednesday Service at St. John’s Church for all classes except Nursery  2.00pm 

27– 
29 

Debating Competition for Yr.5/6   

MARCH 

4 Pathways assembly   

11 – 
15 

Parents’ Meetings week with teachers   

20 Easter Concert for Ruby Class and Sapphire Class in St. John’s Church at 2pm   

25 No Clubs this week   

27 Easter Service for Diamond Class and Emerald Class   

28 School closes for the Easter Holidays  1.00pm 


