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The Kingdom of God is justice and joy 
This week in our assemblies we continued to explore the importance of our value 
of endurance through exploring the importance of social justice and serving the 
common good. When we discussed social justice we looked at a broad range of 
issues whereby people are unable to live the free, healthy and dignified lives their 
humanity affords them. We spent some time discussing the enlightening cam-
paign that Marcus Rashford led which enabled 1.3million young people to receive 
free school meals during the school holidays in 2020 COVID lockdown, showing 
if an education is to serve the common good, then it must consider the wider is-
sues of social justice.  

We linked the above to the discussions that we had the previous two weeks 
where we explored the topic of racism and how famous people like Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela showed real endurance and persever-
ance in pursuing what they believed in to try to achieve justice for black peo-
ple. Similar to these key people, we looked at Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani 
activist for female education who too overcame huge obstacles in her life and 
in doing so raised the awareness across the world about the importance of 
female education. 

Both Sapphire and Ruby classes were exploring Chinese New Year by looking 
at the different ways in which they celebrate with gifts, fireworks and dragon 
and lion dances, culminating on the 15th day with a lantern festival. This year 
is the year of the Tiger and people born in this year are brave, competitive, 
unpredictable, and confident. They are also charming and well-liked by others.   

It is with regret that I have to inform you that Mr. Stringer has tendered his res-
ignation from his current post as the class teacher of Sapphire Class due to 
personal reasons. Mr. Stringer started at St. John’s School in June, 2017 as a 
newly qualified teacher in Sapphire Class and throughout that time he has 
been extremely dedicated to helping our entire school community. He has al-
ways been very kind, caring and supportive of all aspects of school life. Pupils 
have really enjoyed being in his class where he prides himself in the positive 
and caring relationship that he has fostered with all the pupils who have been 
in his care. I know that parents have expressed their sincere gratitude for what 
he has done to support their children’s learning and general development. 

Mr. Stringer was instrumental in leading the school during our remote learning 
time, working closely with our IT department in setting up Teams for the gover-
nors, parents, staff and pupils. We are indeed extremely grateful for his com-
mitment and patience during this very challenging time. Mr. Stringer’s  final 
working day will be next Friday the 11

th
 February. We will of course be making 

a special presentation to Mr. Stringer at the end of our school assembly as we 
have so much that we want to thank him for during his time at St. John’s 
School.  

Mrs. Gatward will be the class teacher in Sapphire Class after Half-Term with 
the same Teaching Assistants that are currently there at the moment. We will 
of course endeavour to make this transition as smooth as possible for all pupils 
and parents.  

I am really looking forward to seeing so many parents in school next week for 
our Parents’ Evenings. In order to comply with safety regulations, it is really 
important that all parents arrange childcare as  we will not be allowing pupils 
on site. If for any reason you are unable to make your appointment time, 
please contact the class teacher as soon as possible and we will endeavour to 
give you a time that suits you.  

Have a relaxing weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Susan Notley 

 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWS 

4 February 2022 

This Week’s Attendance 

Class Week  

Ruby  90.8% 

Sapphire  94.5% 

Diamond  98.6% 

Emerald  83.6% 

Overall 91.9% 

Week Beginning  
Monday 7 February 2022 

Monday 

8am  Breakfast Club  

3.00-4.00pm Emerald & Dia
 mond Netball Club  

3.00-4.oopm Reception & Sapphire 
 Arts & Crafts 

Tuesday 

Parents’ Evening 

8am  Breakfast Club 

3.00-4.00pm Reception & Sapphire 
 Football Club 

3.00-4.00pm Yoga Club (Nursery to 
 Year 6) 

Wednesday 

NSPCC Number Day—Dress up for 
Digits (please pay £2 on ParentPay 
to support NSPCC) 

8am Breakfast Club 

11.00 Swimming Year 3&4 

During school Keyboard 

During school Recorder 

During School Chair Yoga— 
 Emerald Class 

3.00-4.00pm Emerald & Diamond 
 Football Club 

3.00-4.00pm Year 3 Science Club 

3.00-4.00pm Year 2 to Year 6 
 Choir Club 

Thursday 

Parents’ Evening 

8am  Breakfast Club 

3.00-4.00pm Emerald & Dia
 mond Tennis Club 

3.-00-4.00pm Reception & Sapphire 
 Construction Activities 
 & Board Games  

Friday 

8.00-8.45am Emerald & Diamond
 Tag Rugby 
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HEADTEACHER’S NEWS 

4 February 2022 

Well done to the following pupils for being awarded these special certificates for this week: 

Endurance Certificates 

Ruby Class:  Elodie 

Sapphire Class:   

Diamond Class:      

Emerald Class:  May  

Star Writer Certificates 

Ruby Class: Michael 

Sapphire Class:   

Diamond Class:   

Emerald Class: Tristan 

Gold Star Certificates 

Ruby Class: Kevin 

Sapphire Class:  

Diamond Class:  

Emerald Class: Harry & Michelle 

 

 

Parents’ Evening is taking place on Tuesday 8 and Thursday 10 February.  

Please remember that Parents’ Evenings are for Parents only, so you will need to make arrangements for 

your children to be looked after.     

No members of staff will be available to look after children whilst parents are seeing the teacher. 

If a child turns up for a Parents’ Evening unfortunately you will not be able to see the teacher and you will 

need to make another appointment. 

 

Lucia, Year 6 

Raising money 

Arianna is a 5 year old girl who is suffering from a rare type of cancer, causing hair loss and sickness.  On 
20 February 2022, I am doing a 21k walk for Arianna in Broxbourne.  I am looking for sponsors and I 
would be thrilled for everyone to sponsor me on Sunday.  Meet me at the gates on Monday if you would 
like to sponsor me.  If you would like to participate it is £10 entry. 

Otherwise please use this link. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ariannashalfmarathonwalk  

Parents’ Evening 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ariannashalfmarathonwalk
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21 January 2022 

SAPPHIRE CLASS    This week I want to take a different approach to my newsletter in line with the an-
nouncement made yesterday. It is with an extremely heavy heart that I have tendered my resignation 
and my last working day will be next Friday (11

th
 February), therefore this will unfortunately be my last 

newsletter to parents/carers. I just want to take this opportunity to express my thanks to you all. As I am 
sure you will understand and agree, teaching is an extremely tough job but equally it is a job that words 
cannot describe the joyfulness and rewards that it also brings! However, what makes this job easier is 
when you work with amazing children and incredibly supportive parents. I want to thank each and every-
one of you for all the help and support this year/over the last two years – all your hard work at home 
does not go unnoticed and has really helped each pupil achieve many great things both personally and 
academically. Each individual pupil has been a real pleasure to teach and they are all a real credit to you 
– I have absolutely no doubt they will continue to grow and flourish as they progress through the rest of 
this academic year and beyond. I wish you all well for the future and it would be lovely to keep in touch 
with as many of you as possible. I have also been so privileged to work with an amazing team in Sap-
phire who are all amazing in everything they do and for that, I want to really thank the Sapphire Team 
too! Thank you for everything. Take care.  James Stringer, Lucy Gatward, Tracey Hargate, Isabella 
Bates & Sylwia Hocyk  James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

Teams / Online Safety   As highlighted above in this newsletter, it is with great sadness that I have ten-
dered my resignation and my last working day at St. John’s will be next Friday (11

th
 February). From the bottom of 

my heart, I just want to say an ENORMOUS thank you to each and every one of you in the St. John’s Community 
(parents and children). They say that school is all about the teaching and the learning, but equally what is im-
portant is the school community and what an amazing, supportive, caring community we have here at St. John’s. I 
feel so lucky and fortunate to have worked with such a supportive community and all of this has made my time here 
at St. John’s an experience I will never, ever forget! I do want to give special thanks once again for all your pa-
tience and supportive during the challenging times as a result of COVID and all the remote learning we had to do. I 
am sure you will agree that this was an incredibly stressful time, but the way we all pulled together and supported 
one another was nothing short of incredible and the support you all gave to me during the set up of this was eter-
nally appreciated. I have absolutely loved teaching all my classes during my time here – they are all absolute su-

perstars, are a real credit to you all and are certainly destined to go far and achieve many things both academically 
and personally as they grow. I am going to really miss working at St. John’s but I have so many memories that I will 
forever treasure, so thank you all so much. Take care, and I hope to stay in contact with as many of you as possi-
ble. Thank you St. John’s!   

James Stringer  James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk   

 RUBY CLASS    In Ruby class this week we have been celebrating Chinese New Year in lots of different 
ways. We have been making dragons and lanterns, writing numbers in Chinese, using our Chinese res-
taurant, dragon dancing and even eating noodles and prawn crackers! We have also linked our maths 
this week to ordinal numbers as used in the Zodiac story when the animals had a race to see who would 
finish first and have the year named after them. In phonics the children have been working hard to consol-
idate their blending skills which is really beginning to show in their reading. The nursery children have 
been practising their folding techniques to make 3D snowmen for our winter display and we all made 
melting snowmen biscuits on Monday to complete our topic on the polar regions and winter. Altogether it 
has been a very busy week in Ruby class!  After half term our P.E. day  will remain on Tuesday but we 
are now asking for the children to come to school in their school uniform and bring their named P.E. Kit in 
a bag for them to change into. As the children will be getting changed before lunch and they will be out in 
the playground  please send in P.E. joggers/leggings whilst the weather is cold. Please can you support 
your child to dress themselves independently, and fold their clothes; it will be a great help. (They will 
come home in their P.E. Kit) As we come to the end of half term I want to say well done to all the children 
for all their hard work and thank you to all the parents and adults for all your support. I look forward to 
seeing you next week for parents evening. On behalf of us all I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank Mr Stringer for all his IT support which has allowed us to watch the Nativity virtually, have online 
meetings on ‘Teams’ and for setting up the children with ‘Reading Eggs’. Many thanks Mr Stringer, I 
couldn’t have done it without you!! Have a great weekend everyone and enjoy the half term holiday when 
it arrives.  Pat Creed, Elena Dall’Aglio  pat.creed@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

mailto:James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
mailto:James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
mailto:pat.creed@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
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EMERALD CLASS    

Another very busy couple of weeks in Emerald class as we move ever closer to the year 6 SATS in May.  
The children have been working extremely hard over this half term and I am really seeing the benefits as 
their knowledge, understanding and quality of work is really starting to shine through.  In maths we have 
been focused on ratio and proportion and after a slow start the children have really got to grips with a 
tricky concept and hopefully now feel confident with questions based on this topic.  In RE this week we 
had two very informative lessons based around the fourth and fifth pillar of Islam.  We really enjoyed 
learning about both Ramadan and the Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca.  In science we continued to look at 
our topic of evolution.  Thank you to Natasha’s dad who brought in their two rabbits so that we could have 
a look at some of their adaptations and with their over-friendliness other topics had to be discussed as 
well!  Please could you ensure that your child is completing all of their allocated reading each night as 
there have been a couple of children in my guided reading groups who haven’t read and are therefore a 
long way behind everybody else.  I hope you have a great weekend and let’s hope England start the Six 
Nations rugby tournament off in a positive manner.  Take care.  Joe Law and Jack Larkin 

DIAMOND CLASS   

This week Diamond Class have had great week of Roman learning. The Roman visitor on Tuesday was 
great fun and the children learned a great deal about life in the Roman world and about life in Roman Brit-
ain. In the children’s writing lessons, they have been starting to write sets of instructions on how to be a 
good Roman soldier and they have also been finishing off their stories set in a historical setting. In mathe-
matics, the children have been learning to plot co-ordinates – have fun playing battleships at home to so-
lidify this skill! The children have been continuing to learn about plants and about the function and pur-
pose of their leaves. The highlight of the week was most likely the creation of the Roman shields in the art 
and D&T lesson on Thursday. We will take the opportunity to try and create our very own ‘testudo’ for-
mation next week and see if Diamond Class can withstand an onslaught of projectiles from barbarian chil-
dren from other classes.  

Well done this week and have a great weekend Diamond Class. 

Jack Larkin and Asma Chebbi 

SPRING 2022 

Starts Wednesday 5 January 

Half-term 
Monday 14 February—Friday 18 Febru-
ary 

Ends (1.00pm) Friday 1 April 

INSET DAY Tuesday 4 January 

SUMMER 2022 

Starts Tuesday 19 April 

Half-term Monday 30 May—Friday 3 June 

Ends (1.00pm) Friday 22 July 

INSET DAY Friday 1 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 2 May & Monday 30 May 

AUTUMN 2022 

Starts Friday 2 September 

Half-term Monday 24 October—Friday 28 October 

Ends (1.00pm) Friday 16 December 

INSET DAY Thursday 1 September 

INSET DAY Monday 31 October 

INSET DAY Friday 25 November 

SPRING 2023 

Starts Wednesday 4 January 

Half-term 
Monday 13 February—Friday 17 Febru-
ary 

Ends (1.00pm) Friday 31 March 

INSET DAY Tuesday 3 January 

SUMMER 2023 

Starts Monday 17 April 

Half-term Monday 29 May—Friday 2 June 

Ends (1.00pm) Friday 21 July 

INSET DAY Friday 30 June 

Bank Holiday Monday 1 May & Monday 29 May 
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Please may we remind parents/carers of the fol-
lowing if your child is absent. 

 Please telephone or email the school office 

on the morning your child is absent. 

 On the return of your child’s absence a let-

ter with an explanation needs to be brought 
into school or you can email the school with 
the reasons. 

 If your child has a headache, please give 

them Calpol and then bring them into 
school.  If we feel they are still unwell as 
the day progresses we will send them 
home. 

 If your child is absent for more than 3 days 

then we do require medical evidence, oth-
erwise this will be an unauthorised ab-
sence. 

Absence 

NOTICES 

Attendance for the week 

DIAMOND CLASS have the highest attendance this 
week and will be allowed to come into school in non
-uniform on Monday 24 January in recognition for 
their achievement this week for the most attend-
ance this week 

 Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring chil-

dren any earlier, they will not be allowed in) 

 If you require breakfast for your child, please 

ensure you are at school by 8.10am 

 Breakfast Club account should always be in 

credit (either weekly, monthly or termly) 

£3.50 per day 

 Any changes to the days your child is attend-

ing, please leave a message on the Break-

fast Club line. 

School Uniform 

This can be purchased from Smiths Schoolwear, 
155-157 Lancaster Rd, Enfield EN2 0JN. 

If you would like to purchase a school tie or water 
bottle, this can be purchased from the ParentPay 
shop, where the link is located on our homepage of 
the school website or please use the link below. 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/
Default.aspx?shopid=783 Breakfast Club 

Children's Service at St John's Church on 
the 3rd Sunday of every month at 9:00am. 

Everyone is welcome to attend and we plan to have 
music, singing, craft and a story.  

We welcome parents participation and ideas for fu-
ture services. 

St. John’s Church Services 

 Complete our supplementary forms, which can 
be found on the school website or collect them 
from the school office. 

 Return the supplementary forms to the school 
office as soon as possible. 

Nursery Admissions Sept 2022 

NSPCC Number Day 

On Wednesday the 9th of February we are taking 
part in Dress up for Digits, where we will be asking 
all children to come in to school in outfits inspired by 
maths and number. We want to encourage you to 
think sustainably and use what you have to create 
your number outfit.  

There will be a voluntary £2 contribution, which is 
payable on ParentPay. This is to raise money to 
support the NSPCC and their services, such as 
Childline. On Friday the 4th of February we will be 
taking part in lots of different maths activities to give 
children opportunities to apply their skills in different 
scenarios. 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=783
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=783
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  Date List for Spring Term 2022   

FEBRUARY 
  

Tuesday 8 Parents’ Evening 
 

Wednesday 9 NSPCC Number Day—Dress up for Digits (please pay £2 

on ParentPay to support NSPCC) 

 

Wednesday 9 Chair Yoga—Emerald Class  

Thursday 10 Parents’ Evening 
 

Monday 14 to Friday 18 HALF-TERM   

MARCH 
  

Wednesday 2 Ash Wednesday Service at St John’s Church 2pm 

Thursday 3 World Book Day (make your own costume)   

Friday 4 Fundraising activity for Catriona Fathers’ Charity  

Friday 11 Day Trip to Forty Hall – Emerald Class   

Monday 14 Science Week   

Friday 18 Day Trip to Forty Hall – Diamond Class   

Monday 21 Easter Bonnets / Easter Gardens   

Wednesday 23 Easter Concert in St John’s Church - Reception and KS1   

Friday 25 Day Trip to Forty Hall – Sapphire Class & Reception   

Tuesday 29 Florence Nightingale Visit KS1   

Wednesday 30 Easter Concert in St John’s Church – KS2   

APRIL     

Friday 1 Church Service in St John’s Church – Whole School   

Friday 1 END OF SPRING TERM 1.00pm 
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